Records of the Great Wardrobe. They have yielded, I think, some interesting and hitherto unpublished details concerning the apothecary in England at this interesting period.
First, I should like to say a word or two respecting the origin of the apothecary as a separate practitioner in this country. From evidence gathered from these and other records it would appear that the apothecary first commenced to practise his art, as distinct from the practice of medicine carried on by the physician, about the middle of the twelfth century. He was apparently an offshoot from the pepperer. A Guild of Pepperers as a body is mentioned in the Pipe Rolls of 1179-80. They were a company of traders or merchants, who imported medicinal and other kinds of spices, together with drugs, from the shores of the Red Sea and various Eastern ports. In 1221 there is a record of one Andrew Bokerell, a pepperer who was also Keeper of the King's Exchange. His duty in connexion with the latter office was to receive old stamps or coining irons and deliver new ones to all the mints in England.
Some time after the formation of the Guild they amalgamated with another body called the Spicers, who traded in similar wares, but they ultimately fell into difficulties, and in 1345 a new fraternity of Pepperers was founded. In London they were known as the Pepperers or Easterlings of Sopers Lane, and the Spicers of the Ward of Chepe, from the districts in which they carried on their business, where they had stalls or shops for the sale of perfumes, spices and drugs. They paid a toll to the King in kind-namely, a certain quantity of pepper.
A considerable number of the Spicers were Italians, while the Easterlings were chiefly Germans from the Baltic coast and the Hanse towns, who brought goods from the East and placed them on the English market through the Pepperers and Spicers, who thus became their dispensers or distributors. The latter were a progressive body and introduced improvementj in the coinage from Constantinople. It was from them the new sterling 1 money was named, which was first made in England in 1180 to take the place of the then debased currency. St. Anthony was their patron saint, and up to the year 1373 they bore the title of the "Fraternity of St. Anthony."
According to their ordinances in 1376, "no one of other mistery shall be admitted into the company without the common consent." A spirit of jealousy, however, grew up between the two branches, and as years went on the breach became wider, the brotherly love and unity of the promoters evidently became a dead letter, and the title of the "Fraternity of St. Anthony " was dropped and that of the " Company of Grocers" substituted, which in 1428 was granted its first charter by Henry VI.
There is, therefore, little doubt that the pepperers, spicers and apothecaries were originally branches of the same trade, the latter dealing more in drugs for medicinal use, and the former in the spices and condiments employed for domestic purposes. This is corroborated by the particulars of their stocks which are still on record. In addition to drugs the apothecaries kept the rarer kinds of spices, exported from the East through Italy, aromatic gums, wax candles, pepper, and sugar. These came mainly from the East and were regarded as luxuries and not daily necessaries.
The earliest authentic record we have been able to find in which an apothecary is mentioned by name is in the year 1290, in the reign of Edward I. From an entry in the Great Wardrobe Book we learn that while Queen Eleanor was travelling through Lincolnshire to meet the King, she was seized with an autumnnal fever at Hardeby, near Grantham.
The illness was a lingering one and it was not until she was in a precarious position that the King was informed of the fact. Henry Montpellier, one of her apothecaries, was paid 13s. 4d. for syrup and other mnedicines bought at Lincoln on October 28, 1290, for the Queen at Hardeby. From this entry it must be concluded that at this period an apothecary held a Court appointment which was distinct from that of the physician, for it is further stated that Master Leopardo, the Household Physician, was in attendance on her in addition to a leech in the service of the King of Arragon-. Henry Montpellier was probably a Frenchman who had studied his art at the ancient centre of learning of that name, and bad come to England from France in the service of the Queen.
In the year 1292 there is mnention of an apothecary's shop in York where Master Otto, of Germany, a physician of repute, had his medicines compounded.
In our cities in the thirteenth century the apothecaries appear to have congregated in certain localities called the Spiceries or Apothecaria, and in the markets their stalls were often placed together. The earliest record we have been able to find concerning this custom is in a deed dated 1297 among the Records of the City of Oxford. It is there stated that on the site of the present market there was formerly a district called the " Spicery," which was allotted to the apothecaries and spicers to carry on their business. In this document the stalls are described as being in the parish of St. Mary, but in a later deed it is stated the Spicery was in the parish of All Saints. The earliest use of the word " Apothecaria " applied to this district is in a deed dated March 22, 1315-16, which is included in Shadwell's "Calendar of Oriel Documents." It is a " Release by John Sencer of Oxford to John, sone of William Espicer of Oxford, of all his lands, tenements and rents which he has by extent under a writ of elegit, viz., a seizure of property of a party legally declared unable to pay a debt, a messuage in the parish of St. Mary the Virgin, three shops adjoining it, two shops in the Apothecaria in All Saint's parish."
According to another document, dated 1332, one part of this locality was called " Apothecaries Rew or ye place where ye apothecaries shopps were in All Saints parish. This Profession is very antient in Oxon, and seemeth to have been from ye first under ye jurisdiction of ye Chancellor. At what time it was planted here there is doubt."
There are several other lllusions to be found concerning shops and stalls in the Apothecaria, or Ipoticaria as it is sometimes called, in deeds dated 1335 and 1341, but we will quote but one other, which is somewhat quaint and interesting, dated 1341, in the fifteenth year of tjhe reign of Edward III, in the King's Court: " William the Taper-maker delivered to John of Denton his Ypotecary-stall with all its utensils, and 20 lbs. of wax and spices existing in the stall to keep a merchandise for him, and to give account of the same at the four seasons of the year. He now complains he cannot get the account from John of Denton."
Further mention of an apothecary by name is to be found in the Dering Papers, in which there is an entry that in 1308 at Pluckley, Kent, a grant of a right-of-way was made by one John de Sellinge, Eppecer of London, to John, son of John Malmayns, of Waldershall; also of a quit claim of the same, wherein Sellinge is termed " apothecarius." In a later deed, dated 1317, the same individual is termed a " citizen and apothecary."
In the Wardrobe Rolls of 1313, as already noted by Mr. D'Arcy Power, there is record of one Odin, the Spicer, who was an official at the Court of Edward II, and received 7id. a day as apothecary to the Queen.
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In the year 1329 we find mention of an apothecary called " John" in the Scottish Exchequer Rolls (in connexion with the death of the famous Robert the Bruce) to whom payments were made for mnaterials for embalming the King's body.
In a State Record, dated September 3, 1330, in the third year of the reign of Edward III, there is an interesting entry concerning an ,ordinance of the Treasurers and Barons of the Exchequer directing the payment of 5s. 6d. to Master Peter de Montpellers (Montpellier), the King's apothecary, who was then staying with Gilbert Talebot and Master Pancius de Controne, the King's physician, at the Manor of Hoxne, who were then sick, and to two grooms and one horse of Peter's, their necessaries during their stay.
A like order of an allowance of £7 2s. 81d. to be paid to Master Pancius de Controne, who was then ill, to John Luca (apothecary), then staying with Pancius, and to two men and two horses of the said John their necessaries during the time of their stay. The Master Peter de Montpellers. may have been related to the apothecary who flourished thirty years later, referred to by Freind, and it is also possible that the John Luca, apothecary, is the same John Falcand de Luca who is mentioned by' Good as being an apothecary in London twenty-seven years later. t
Rymer, who was appointed by William III to compile his records from the official State Papers in 1704, states that a pension of sixpence a day was granted to Coursus de Gangeland, an apothecary of London, in 1345, in recognition of his services to the King during his illness in Scotland. Rymer's records are generally regarded as accurate, though we have been unable to find any confirmation of the statement in the State Records of the time.
Chaucer's well-known allusion to the apothecary in the " Prologue to the Canterbury Tales," written about 1387, proves that the practice of his art was distinct from that of the physician at this period.
An entry of medical interest appears in the Great Wardrobe Papers dated February 27-, 1428, in the reign of Henry VI; by a writ of Privy Seal the King's physicians are paid £40 a year each, also a livery (uniform) with fur and lining as other Royal physicians have had yearly at the Great Wardrobe bv the hands of the keeper thereof. This is especially interesting, as later on we are given some authentic details of the costume or robes of the physicians and apothecaries attached to the Royal Household which probably date back to a period earlier than the reign of Henry VI.
In 1428 the Company of Grocers built their hall upon the site of Lord Fitzwalter's mansion in Prince's Street, and obtained their first charter of incorporation from Henry VI at the same period, without any condition as to trade, but simply as a religious or social guild, with powers " to possess. lands, tenements and rents, and other possessions whatsoever."
In an entry in the Privy Seal Records in 1454 mention is made of the Court dress of the King's physician, which is described as being a robe of green cloth with a miniver cap.
In the same year there is an interesting record worthy of mention concerning the illness of King Henry VI. When he was taken ill a medical commission of five physicians and surgeons was appointed by the Duke of York and his Council on April 6, 1454, to attend on the person of the King and to watch over his health. The commission empowered "those beloved masters, John Arundel, John Faceby and William Hacliff, physicians, and Robert Warreyn and William Marshall, surgeons, to administer' to the King at their discretion electuaries, potions and syrups, confections, and laxative medicines in any form that may be thought best; baths, fomentations, embrocations, unctions, plasters, shavings of the head, scarifications, and a variety of other inflictions in the way of medical treatment." This enumeration of the preparations employed throws an interesting light on the medical treatment of the period. John Faceby was the favourite physician of Henry VI, whom he attended all his life. On the occasion of his marriage with Queen Margaret of Anjou the King granted him a, pension of £100 as a reward for his faithful services.
That the devoted services of the medical practitioner in those days did not go unrewarded may be judged from the following entries:
In 1455 it is recorded that a grant for life was made to the King's serjeant, William Godfrey, who combined the office of yeoman of the chamber with that of apothecary to the King's person and porter of Exeter Castle, co. Devon, to hold himself or by deputy, with the usual wages, fees and profits.
In the following year there is a record of a like grant being made to the said William Godfrey during his life as yeoman of the chamber and King's apothecary and "as garbler of all spices and drugs, and all merchandise which ought to be garbled in London, Southampton and Sandwich, to hold himself or by deputy; taking such fees as were wont to be taken in London heretofore on account of the office; so that no merchant expose for sale such spices, drugs and merchandise in the said city and towns until the sanle are garbled, under pain of forfeiture thereof."
The office of garbler in relation to the apothecary is interesting, and originated as follows: Dissensions arose between the apothecaries, the spicers and grocers owing probably to the competition in the sale of similar wares. About the middle of the fourteenth century the former accused the latter of adulterating their goods, while the spicers and grocers on their part charged the apothecaries with similar malpractices.
As early as. 1423 there is a record that the rector of the Grocers'
Company and two apothecaries associated with him were empowered to search the shops of suspected apothecaries for adulterated drugs. When the drugs were found to be imperfect or adulterated, the apothecary was liable to be brought before the mayor and the drugs thrown into the street and trampled under foot. These dissensions and disputes went on until the reign of Henry VI, when letters patent were granted to the wardens of the Grocers' Company giving them the exclusive right of "garbling," which meant the cleansing, separating and examining of spices and drugs to detect and prevent adulteration. Certain drugs were required to be officially garbled before they could be exposed for sale, and this was generally done by the official garbler at the ports where they were landed. It is interesting to note that this law remained in force until the sixth year of Queen Anne's reign. The first record of this law being enforced occurs in the minutes of the Grocers' Company in 1456, where it is stated that a fine was imposed on one John Ashfeld " for makynge of untrewe powder of gynger, cynamon and sawnders." In 1561 also the Wardens record in their books " that bags and remantes of certain evil naghte pepper syrnamed gynger were to be burned." Many other entries of a similar nature
show that the power of garbling was officially exercised, and as late as 1612 Mr. Lownes, apothecary to Prince Charles, complained to the Company that Michael Eason, a grocer-apothecary, " had supplied him with divers defective apothecaries' wares," and the offender was in consequence committed to the Poullry comptoir. The last of the records referring to apothecaries in the fifteenth century is an entry in the Privy Seals dated February 16, 1462, where it is stated John Clerc, apothecary of the City of London, was appointed for life by King Edward IV to be the King's apothecary, receiving eightpence daily for his fee from the issues of the county of Devon and a robe of the King's vesture yearly at Christmas at the Great Wardrobe.
In 1562 apothecaries are mentioned as being " freemen of the Grocers' Company " as follows: "The Apothecaries, Freemen of the Company, -are ordered not to use or exercise any drugs, simples or compounds, or any other kynde or sortes of poticarie wares, but such as shall be pure and perfyt good." These records show that even in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries some attention was paid to the purity of the substances used in medicine.
No better picture of the apothecary of the sixteenth century has come down to us than that written by William Bulleyn, author of the " Government of Health," in 1558. Referring to the apothecary and. his art and mystery, he writes:
He must fyrst serve God, forsee the end, be clenly, pity the poor. Must not be suborned for money to hurt mankynde. His place of dwelling and shop to be clenly, to please the sences withal.
His garden must be at hand with plenty of herbs, seeds and roots. To sow and gather, preserve and kepe them in due tyme. To read Dioscorides, to know the nature of plants and herbes.
To invent medicines, to choose by coloure, tast, odour, figure, etc.
To have his morrters, stilles, pottes, filters, glasses, boxes, cleane and sweete.
To have charcoles at hand to make decoctions, syrupes, etc. To keep his cleane ware closse and cast away the baggage. To have two places in his shop, one most cleane for the physik and and a baser place for the chirurgie stuff. That he neither increase or diminish the phisician's bill and kepe it for his own discharge. That he neither buy nor sell rotten drugges. That he peruse often his wares that they corrupt not. That he put not " quid pro quo " without advysement. That With this pious benediction we close these brief records of the apothecary down to the end of the sixteenth century. 
DISCUSSION.
Dr. NORMAN MOORE said that the name of Bukerels still survived in Bucklersbury, a street on the west side of Walbrook, where the palace of the Bukerels once stood. Bukerels himself raised a regiment which helped to drive the Saracens out of Lisbon. The term "physician's bill" did pot mean his charges for attendance but his prescriptions. The reason why the bedell's staves at St. Bartholomew's Hospital were coloured green and white was because these were the colours of the house of Tudor. In regard to the visitation of apothecaries' shops by the censors of the College of Physicians, he (Dr. Moore) remembered Dr. Farr, who actually took part in such a visitation within the City of London.
Mr. C. J. S. THOMPSON mentioned that in Ben Jonson's time Bucklersbury was still the street of the druggists.
Mr. J. H. FRANCIS NUNN referred to the "Fiildcher" of Prussia and Poland, and of some other parts of Germany. He said that an English lady, who lived for a long time in the towns of Poland and also in some country districts, often spoke of the "Fialdcher." From her he learnt that apparently the " Fiildcher'" combined the good qualities of unqualified assistant, apothecary, and trained nurse. He apparently worked entirely under the direction of a medical man, except in remote country districts. The lady had called a consultant from Warsaw to see her for phlebitis, and part of the bandaging, &c., was occasionally done by the "Faldcher." Apparently the " Faldcher" generally gave satisfaction to the doctor and the patient, and his training was not so one-sided as that of the ordinary male nurse. He was also entrusted with slight surgical cases, but always under the control of the medical attendant.
